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Criminal Justice:  All students will examine how our American Criminal Justice system works. 
Students will be able to discuss how the system works within the structures established and 
defined by our Constitution.  Students will be able to explain the structure and function of the 
criminal justice system from the committing of a crime, through the investigation of that crime, 
as well as how that crime is tried in court and then punished.  Special attention will be paid to 
how the juvenile justice system works. 
 
 
The Rule of Law:  
This unit will explain the need for laws to govern a society, the characteristics of a good law and 
role of the U.S. Constitution within our Criminal Justice system.  It will also give a broad 
overview of our Criminal Justice system and how it works. 
 
 
Crime:   
This unit will define the criminal act.  It will also define a number of crimes and explain theories 
as to why crimes happen.   
 
 
Law Enforcement: 
This unit will explain the development of law enforcement throughout history.  It will also 
explain the structure and function of various law enforcement agencies on a local, county, state 
and federal level.  Time will also be given to how crime is investigated and what qualities make 
good law enforcement officials. 
 
 
The Courts: 
After a person is arrested for a crime, he or she is bought before a judge for trial.  This unit will 
discuss that process from the arrest through the trial to conviction or acquittal.  It will discuss in 
detail the various roles and potential outcomes within that trial process. 
 
 
Corrections: 
This unit will examine all possible outcomes of a guilty verdict in a trial, whether it is probation, 
prison or something else.  Particular attention will be paid to prison life and the death penalty.  
Discussion will also include parole and the likelihood that someone would return to a life of 
crime. 
 
 
Juvenile Justice: 
Laws apply differently to juvenile offenders than they do to adults.  This unit will examine who 
the system is the same and how the system is different when dealing juvenile offenders. 
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Criminal Justice 
COURSE OUTLINE:  The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be 
utilized during the course of study: 
 
The Rule of Law 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze how the Supreme Court has 
interpreted the Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual, and evaluate the 
impact on public policies.  (6.2.12.A.14.b) 

 
a. State the purposes of the various parts 

of the Criminal Justice system, 
specifically law enforcement, the 
courts and corrections. 

 
b. Compare and contrast two models of 

Criminal Justice:  The Crime Control 
Model and the Due Process Model. 

 
c. Determine the costs of criminal justice 

in the United States. 
 

d. Describe the procedural rights given in 
the United States Constitution, 
specifically in the 4th, 5th, 6th and 8th 
amendments. 

e. Explain Due Process of Law and the 
rights of the accused, including the 
Exclusionary Rule and the “Fruit of 
the Poisonous Tree.” 

 
2. Analyze current laws involving individual 

rights and national security, and evaluate 
how the laws might be applied to a current 
case study that cites a violation of an 
individual's constitutional rights. 
(6.3.12.D.1) 

1. From Introduction to Criminal Justice, 
5th Edition by Bohn and Haley.  
Critical Thinking Activities p. 24 and 
p. 133. 

 
2. Examine Crime Control and Due 

Process models of Criminal Justice 
and create multi-media presentations 
on how each models impacts society. 

 
3. Imagine an America where one or 

more of our Constitutional rights have 
been removed.  (Right to jury of your 
peers, right to a speedy trial, no cruel 
and unusua punishment, etc.) Write an 
short story on what that would be like. 

 
4. Examine Mapp v. Ohio case and 

analyze the “Fruit of the Poisonous 
Tree” doctrine that came out of it.  
Analyze the positve and megative 
aspects fo the ruling. 
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The Rule of Law continued 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

a. Distinguish the between criminal law 
and civil law. 

 
b. Explain the characteristics of “good” 

criminal laws. 
 
3. Summarize central ideas and clarify the 

relationships among the key details and 
ideas of Supreme Court cases involving 
the rights of the accused. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.11-12.2) 

 
4. Analyze in detail how a Supreme Court 

ruling is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text contribute to the whole. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5) 

 
5. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse formats 
and media in order to determine how each 
criminal justice model effects the 
population.  (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-
12.7) 

 
6. Compare and contrast state constitutions, 

including New Jersey’s 1776 constitution, 
with the United States Constitution, and 
determine their impact on the 
development of American constitutional 
government. (6.2.12.A.2.C) 

 
a. Summarize the historical origins of the 

American criminal justice system. 

 

 
 
 
 
Crime 
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Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze current laws involving individual 
rights and national security, and evaluate 
how the laws might be applied to a current 
case study that cites a violation of an 
individual's constitutional rights. 
(6.3.12.D.1) 

 
a. Distinguish between a social 

definition and a legal definition of 
crime. 

 
b. List the elements of a crime.  

 
c. Identify the costs of crime. 

 
d. Discuss the origins of organized 

crime, like the Mafia and modern 
gangs. 

 
e. Explain the structure of an organized 

crime family.  
 

f. Define selected crimes. 
 

g. Differentiate between the meanings of 
selected crimes that are similar (for 
example, the difference between 
murder and manslaughter.) 

 
h. Explain the term “victimless” crime. 

 
i. Discuss infamous criminal cases in 

United States History. 

1. From Introduction to Criminal Justice, 
5th Edition by Bohn and Haley.  
Critical Thinking Activities p. 56 and 
p. 94. 

 
2. Find some of the more peculiar laws 

that are still on the books somewhere 
in America.  (e.g. In New Jersey it is 
against the law to slurp soup.) Using 
the elements of a crime as discussed in 
class, discern the potential harm that 
led to the creation of thiat particular 
law.   

 
3. Research some of America’s more 

notorious crimes (e.g. O.J.Simpson 
case, Leopold and Loeb case) or serial 
killers (e.g. Ted Bundy, John Wayne 
Gacy) and create multi-media 
presentation that shows crime, 
investigation, prosecution and 
outcome of case. 

 
4. Define list of crimes, including but not 

limited to: 
a. Murder 
b. Manslaughter 
c. Aggravated Assault 
d. Burglary 
e. Petty Theft/Larceny 
f. Grand Theft/Larceny 
g. Embezzlement 
h. Fraud 
i. Extortion/Blackmailing 
j. Counterfeiting 
k. Loan Sharking 
l. Vehicular Homicide 

 
 

Crime continued 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 
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2. Analyze how the Supreme Court has 
interpreted the Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual, and evaluate the 
impact on public policies. (6.2.12.A.14.B) 

 
a. Identify important legal defenses 

against being charged with or 
convicted of a crime (for example: 
self-defense, insanity.) 

 
b. Describe the characteristics of people 

who are most likely to be victims of 
/crime. 

 
c. Explain the impact of drugs and 

alcohol on crime. 
 
3. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse formats 
and media in order to examine a specific 
crime, its investigation and prosecution. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.7) 

 
4. Evaluate various explanations for criminal 

behavIor and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. (CCSS.ELA- 
Literacy.11-12-.3) 

  

5. Using the “elements of a crime” give 
scenarios and determine whether or 
not the person has committed a crime. 

 
6. Using the “legal defenses against 

prosecution,” give scenarios and 
determine what legal defense would 
likely be given. 
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Law Enforcement 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Assess the effectiveness of actions taken 
to address the causes of continuing urban 
tensions and violence. ( 6.2.12.D.14.b) 

 
a. Trace the English origins of American 

law enforcement. 
 

b. Discuss the early development of 
American law enforcement. 

 
c. Describe the structure and function of 

American law enforcement: 
i. On a local level. 
ii. On a state level. 
iii. On a federal level. 

 
d. Differentiate between the levels of 

standard of proof (probable cause, 
reasonable suspicion, mere suspicion) 
and explain what each level allows an 
officer to do. 

 
e. Describe the duties of a police officer. 

 
f. Discuss the purposes of special units 

that are on a city or state level: 
i. SWAT. 
ii. Bomb squads. 
iii. Canine units. 

 
g. Discuss the purposes of federal law 

enforcement agencies: 
i. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ii. U. S. Secret Service 
iii. U. S. Border Patrol 
iv. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
v. Federal Air Marshal Service 

1. From Introduction to Criminal Justice, 
5th Edition by Bohn and Haley.  
Critical Thinking Activities p. 117, p. 
217 and p.251. 

 
2. In groups, students are assigned a 

federal law enforcement agency to 
research and make a presentation to 
teach the class. 

 
3. Give scenarios of search and seizure 

cases and determine whether a lawful 
searhc has taken place. 

 
4. Examine the Supreme Court case 

Miranda v. Arizona and analyze its 
impact on the Criminal Justice system, 
both positive and negative. 

 
5. Give different scenarios in which a 

police officer may find himself and 
determine which level of standard of 
proof would be appropriate. 

 
6. Divide into groups and assign topics 

related to the Police force for 
presentations: 
a. Racial profiling 
b. Police corruption 
c. Excessive and deadly force 
d. Job stress 
e. Affirmative action 
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Law Enforcement Continued  

Students will: Suggested Activities: 

h. Explain the role of the Department of 
Homeland Security and U. S. Coast 
Guard as law enforcement. 

 
i. Identify the characteristics of good 

police work and investigative skills. 
 

j. Explain the difference between a police 
officer and a detective, and discuss 
reasons why an officer would seek to 
become a detective. 

 
k. Distinguish between operational styles 

in policing. 
 

l. Identify important tools for crime 
investigation: 
i. Crime mapping. 
ii. Fingerprinting. 
iii. Trace evidence. 
iv. Facial reconstruction. 

 
2. Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the 

impact that terrorism has had on individuals 
and government policies, and assess the 
effectiveness of actions taken by the United 
States and other nations to prevent terrorism. 
(6.2.12.D.15.d) 

  
3. Analyze the effectiveness of government 

policies in balancing the rights of the 
individual against the need for national 
security. (6.2.12.A.14.h) 

 
a. Discuss the role of law enforcement in 

counter-terrorism. 

7. Write an argument that defines and 
defends America’s policies against 
terrorism. 

 
 
Law Enforcement Continued  

Students will: Suggested Activities: 
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b. Explain how Department of Homeland 
Security and the Coast Guard works as 
both a law enforcement agency and a 
counter-terrorism agency. 

 
4. Assess from various perspectives the 

effectiveness with which the United States 
government addresses issues that affect 
individuals, business, and/or other 
countries. (6.2.12.D.16.c) 

 
a. Describe the general attitude of the 

public toward the police. 
 

b. Identify factors that affect the exercise 
of police discretion. 

 
c. Explain the circumstances under which 

police officers may be justified in the 
use of deadly force. 

 
d. List ways to control and reduce police 

corruption. 
 
5. Using primary or secondary sources, 

provide an accurate summary that makes 
clear the relationships between law 
enforcement and the community. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2) 

 
6. Write an argument to support America’s 

policies against terrorism. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.11-12.1) 

12. Summarize the impact of the 
Supreme Court case Miranda v. 
Arizona on law enforcement. 
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Law Enforcement Continued  

Students will: Suggested Activities: 

7. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments 
or information. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.11-12.5) 

 
8. Read and comprehend historical context of 

law enforcement as written in text. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.10) 

 
9. Evaluate the extent to which women, 

minorities, individuals with gender 
preferences, and individuals with disabilities 
have met their goals of equality in law 
enforcement. (6.2.12.D.14.d) 

 
10. Explain how judicial review made the 

Supreme Court an influential branch of 
government, and assess the continuing 
impact of the Supreme Court today. 
(6.2.12.A.2.e) 

 
a. Summarize the impact of the Supreme 

Court case Miranda v. Arizona on law 
enforcement. 
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The Courts 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how judicial review made the 
Supreme Court an influential branch of 
government, and assess the continuing impact 
of the Supreme Court today. (6.2.12.A.2.e) 

 
a. Identify the structure and function of the 

courts system in the United States. 
 

b. Describe important Supreme Court cases 
and their impact on the courts. 

 
2. Analyze how the Supreme Court has 

interpreted the Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual, and evaluate the 
impact on public policies. (6.2.12.A.a4.b) 

 
a. Summarize the types of attorneys 

available to a person who has been 
charged with a crime. 

 
b. Describe the responsibilities of a judge. 

 
c. Explain the pre-trial process. 

 
d. Explain the purpose of bail, and the risks 

associated with it. 
 

e. Discuss the consequences that come when 
a person who is out on bail decides to 
flee. 

 
f. Define plea bargain and explain the 

factors that determine what the plea 
bargain will be.   

 
g. List and define the stages in a criminal 

trial. 

1. From Introduction to Criminal 
Justice, 5th Edition by Bohn and 
Haley.  Critical Thinking 
Activities p. 302 and p. 338. 

 
2. Present court case scenarios which 

students will perform simulations 
of the following activities: 

a. Pre-Trial Investigation. 

b. Looking at a case from point 
of view of prosecutor and 
defense attorney. 

c. Establishing correct charges. 

d. Establishing bail. 

e. Plea Bargain. 

f. Arraignment. 

g. Jury Selection. 

h. Court Proceedings 

i. Cross-examination of 
witnesses. 

j. Finding a verdict.  

3. Activity that involved 
examination of evidence to 
determine whether it is direct or 
circumstantial evidence. 
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The Courts continued 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

h. Explain the jury selection process, 
including factors for why a person may 
be excluded from serving on a trial. 
different types of evidence. 

 
i. Explain rules of evidence and reasons for 

objections. 
 

j. Determine the factors that influencing a 
judge’s sentencing decisions. 

 
k. Explain different verdicts. 

 
l. Explain the legal basis for appeals. 

 
m. Identify the types of crimes for which the 

death penalty may be given as 
punishment. 

 
3. Produce clear and coherent writing in the 

voice of a prosecution or defense attorney. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.4) 

4. Using court case scenarios, have 
students write opening and closing 
arguments for the defense and.or 
the prosecution. 
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Corrections 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze how the Supreme Court has 
interpreted the Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual, and evaluate the 
impact on public policies. (6.2.12.A.14.b) 

 
a. Describe methods in which prisoners were 

punished before the large-scale use of 
confinement. 

 
b. Explain how confinement became the 

preferred method of punishing offenders. 
 

c. Describe recent trends in the use of 
incarceration within the United States. 

 
d. Define the levels of security of prisons 

within the United States (minimum, 
medium, maximum and Supermax) 

 
e. Identify the procedures that prisons 

employ to maintain security and order. 
 

9. Identify the rights of prisoners, and how 
these rights have been attained. 

 
2. Explain why American ideals put forth in the 

Constitution (i.e., due process, rule of law, 
and individual rights) have been denied to 
different groups of people throughout time. 
(6.2.12.D.2.d) 

 
a. List characteristics of the incarcerated 

population in the United States. 
 

b. Describe inmate society. 
 

1. From Introduction to Criminal 
Justice, 5th Edition by Bohn and 
Haley.  Critical Thinking 
Activities p. 388, p. 416 and p. 
462. 

 
2. Do small research problem in 

which student answers self-
generated question related to an 
issue within corrections in the 
United States. 

 
3. Write arguemtn in support of or 

against the death penalty. 
 

4. Discuss case of Wayne 
Thompson, a juvenile tried as an 
adult and given the death penalty 
and determine whether there 
should be an age limit on the 
death penalty. 
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Corrections continued 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

c. Explain the underground economy 
that develops inside prisons. 

 
d. Define recidivism and explain factors 

that influence those who return to 
crime. 

 
3. Assess the effectiveness of actions taken 

to address the causes of continuing 
violence within prison populations. 
(6.2.12.D.14.b) 

 
a. Describe the job of Corrections 

Officers, and relate the issues that they 
face in the course of their duties. 

 
b. Explain the functions of parole boards. 

 
c. Explain concerns about Intensive 

Supervision Probation (ISP) AND 
electronic monitoring. 

 
d. Define probation and parole and 

distinguish between the two. 
 
4. Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.9) 

 
5. Write clear and coherent argument either 

against or in support of the death penalty. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Juvenile Justice 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 
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1. Analyze current laws involving individual 
rights and national security, and evaluate 
how the laws might be applied to a current 
case study that cites a violation of an 
individual's constitutional rights in 
relationship to the justice system for 
juvenile. (6.3.12.D.1) 

 
a. Describe early institutions used to 

respond to criminal youths. 
 

b. Compare and contrast the juvenile 
justice system with the adult justice 
system. 

 
c. Summarize options for juveniles other 

than incarceration. 
 
2. Analyze the effectiveness of national 

legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 
decisions in promoting civil liberties and 
equal opportunities for juvenile within the 
criminal justice system. (6.2.12.A.13.b) 

 
a. Explain the rationale behind situations 

where juveniles have been tried and 
sentenced as adults.  

 
b. Explain the impact of landmark 

Supreme Court cases on how juveniles 
are treated by the criminal justice 
system. 

1. From Introduction to Criminal Justice, 
5th Edition by Bohn and Haley.  
Critical Thinking Activities p. 503. 

 
2. Discuss case of Tyler Edmonds, a 

juvenile who confessed to a murder 
that had actually been committed by 
his adult older sister.  Determine 
would should have happened in the 
case and compare it to actual events. 

 
3. Compare terms and outcomes of 

juvenile system with adult system. 
 

4. Given scenarios of juvenile offenders, 
determine whether juvenile should be 
detained or released based on 
screening criteria.  Then for each case 
decide what the proper punishment 
would be. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 

 
Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 

 
• Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints 
• Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform 

creative problem-solving. 
• Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 
• Vary instructional groupings. 
• Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 
• Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 
• Provide ample examples. 
• Invoke technological resources. 
• Invoke multi-media resources. 
 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 
 

• Provide additional instructions. 
• Extend time for assignment completion. 
• Shorten assignments 
• Provide repeated reviews and drills using varied teaching strategies. 
• Read directions, text to students as needed. 
• Note taking assistance 
• Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 
• Provide outlines 
• Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 
• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 
• Have the students do hands-on activities. 
• Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 
• Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 
• Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 
• Role-play and act out. 
• Be aware of differences in algorithms (Mathematics). 
 
Suggested activities to differentiate instruction: 

 
• Incorporate flashcards, note outlines, review guides 
• Use different tactile materials for activities 
• Use picture/power point presentations to engage learners 
• Model appropriate behavior 
• Demonstrate what is expected 
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• Break problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 
• Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 
• Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 
• Give multiple completion options for assignments. 
• Give students a choice of projects  
• Use partners and small groups 
 

 
MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 

 
• Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 
• Help student keep a journal for reflections, review, questions 
• Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 
• Use hands-on materials for concrete development. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 
• Modified tests 
• Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short essay. 
• Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. 
• Read directions, test to students as needed. 
• Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
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PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPATIONS 
 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 
 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  
Please refer to individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 

Environment: 
□ Preferential Seating                □ Clear Work Area                    □ Other (specify) 

Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                         □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets            
□ Tape Recorder                        □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text            
□ Spell Check                            □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) 
□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 

Instructional Strategies: 
□ Check Work in Progress          □ Immediate Feedback                       □ Pre-teach Content                
□ Review Sessions                      □ Have Student Restate Info              □ Review Directions              
□ Modified Content                    □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline        □ Assign Study Partner          
□ Monitor Assignments               □ Provide Models                              □ Computer Assisted Instruction               
□ Multi-Sensory Approach        □ Highlight Key Words                       □ Oral Reminders                        
□ Display Key Vocab                 □ Visual Reinforcement                      □ Pictures/Charts                                  
□ Mimed Clues/Gestures            □ Concrete Examples                         □ Use Mnemonics       
□ Personalized Examples            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 
□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals           
□ Other: (specify) ______________________ 

Organization: 
□ Provide Study Outlines         □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps           
□ Post Routines                        □ Post Assignments                     □ Give One Paper at a Time         
□ Folders to Hold Work           □ Pencil Box for Tools                  □ Pocket Folder for Work        
□ Assignment Pad                    □ Daily Assignment List             □ Daily Homework List 
□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work                □ Assign Partner 
□ Assistive Device:_______________________________         
□ Other: (specify) _______________________________ 
__________________________ 

Grading: 
□ No Spelling Penalty             □ No Handwriting Penalty         □ Grade Effort + Work                
□ Grade Improvement             □ Course Credit                          □ Base Grade on IEP                
□ Base Grade on Ability          □ Modify Grades                       □Pass/Fail                                 
□ Audit Course                         □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 

Behavior Management/Support: 
□ Daily Feedback to Student          □ Chart Progress                      □ Behavior Contract            
□ Positive Reinforcement               □ Collect Baseline Data           □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   
□ Set/Post Class Rules                   □ Parent sign Behavior Chart   □ Cue Expected Behavior                   
□ Structure Transitions                   □ Break Between Tasks            □ Proximity/Touch Control 
□ Contingency Plan                        □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 
□ Other: (specify) ______________________________ 
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__________________________________ 

 
Criminal Justice 

 
PROFICIENCY LEVELS 
 
This curriculum is appropriate for all students in Grades 10 through 12 
 
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of 
assessment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

· Formal 
 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 
2. Worksheets from publishers 
3. Assessment checklists 
4. Work samples 
5. District Created Assessment 

 
· Informal 

 
1. Small group and class discussions 
2. Class participation 
3. Cooperative group work 
4. Projects 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 
7. Journal 

 
· Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 

 
This is a living document.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for 
improving and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing 
basis. 

 
RESOURCES 
 

A. Guest Speakers 
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Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 
obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 
 

B. Technology 
Students shall use computers for independent review, research, and enrichment.    
Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.   

C. Supplies and Materials 
· Technology- computer, internet, digital projector 
· Video equipment 
· Trade books for classroom library/instruction 
· Notebooks 
· Craft supplies-Markers, colored pencils, crayons, variety of paper, scissors 
· Journals 

 
D. Textbook 

• Introduction to Criminal Justice, 5th Edition by Robert Bohm and Keith Haley.  
Published by McGRaw Hill 

 
E. Supplemental Material 

• Criminal Justice in America.  Published by the Constitutional Rights Foundation. 
• They Broke the Law - You be the Judge by Judge Tom Jacobs.  Published by Free 

spirit Publishing. 
• Crime Scene Investigation by Barbara Harris, Kris Kohlmeier and Robert Kiel.  

Published by Teacher Ideas Press. 
 
 
METHODOLOGIES 
 
A wide variety of methodologies will be used.  The following are suggestions, not limitations, as 
to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 
 
· Print rich environment 
· Whole class instruction 
· Small group instruction 
· Guided reading in the content area 
· Cooperative learning groups 
· Individual assignments 
· Technology-aided instruction 
· Socratic seminar 
· Simulations 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The 
following are suggestions, not limitations: 
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· Projects 
· Guest Speakers 
· Field Trips 
· Supplemental reading 
· Film Viewing and Reflection 
· Project based learning activities 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 
development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 
The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These 
content areas can be connected with Visual and Performing Arts, comprehensive Health and 
Physical Education, Mathematics, Social Studies and Technology and Career Education. 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

The following is a brief outline of course content to be covered.  Each unit will include textbook 
reading, PowerPoint Notes, lab activities, related video, teacher demonstration, and other 
appropriate activities.  This is a semester course that can be taught from September through 
January (1st Semester) or February through June (2nd Semester)   
 

September/February 
1. Pre-Assessment 
2. Introduction  
3. Criminal Justice Models 
4. Rights of the Accused 

 
October/March 
1. Defining crime 
2. Costs of crime on society 
3. Organized Crime 
4. Victims 
5. Beginning of Law Enforcement unit 

 
November/April 
1. Federal law enforcement agencies 
2. State and local law enforcement 
3. Investigation skills 
4. Beginning of Courts unit 
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December/May 
1. Continuation of Courts unit. 
2. Structure and function of courts. 
3. Mock Trial 

 
January/June 
1. Prison system 
2. Capital punishment 
3. Juvenile Justice 


